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[ISTORY of the Sultan’s Royal Hospitality and of
the Crisis Precipitated by an American *“Tiger,”

or the Fourth Cheer That Was Misunderstood

By Rear Admiral Charles D. Sigsbee, U. S. N,
(Copyright, 1910, by the New York Hemld Co. All gights reserved.)
T the time of which I write the late Sultan of
the Ottoman Empire, Abdul Hamld II, had
relgned ten years. Apparently he was then
well 1iked by those Americans who came under
his personal Influence, To some of them he
bhad shown conspicuous courtesy.

Twenty-three years afterward, In Aprll, 1909, he
was f&mlbly dethroned by his own subjects, and with
public accusations of shocking misrule, Perhaps the
interest that attaches to his fateful history may lend
gomething to my story of his royal hospltality to the
personnel of the older Kearsarge at Constantinople.
In the case {n_point the Sultan went beyond prece-
dent—with a single exception only.

“Back in the eightles” It was the pollcy of the
United States to keep a force of three war vessels in
the Mediterranean, Commonly one of them was sta-
tioned In the T.evant, @s the waters of the extreme
eastern Mediterranean are sometimes called. It was
there that the American missionary and educational
interests were greatest.

At the time of my story one vessel had been sent
home and had not yet been replaced. The two ves-
gels that remained on the station for service were the
Pensacola, commanded by Captain George Dewey,
and the Kearsarge, commanded by myself, then a
commander in rank. The Pensacola was the flagship
of Rear Admiral Samuel It
chief of the Mediterranean gtallon. Both vessels had
seen service In the civil war, wherein the Kearsarge
hnd gained Enropean prestige by sinking the Con-
federate crulser Alabama, off Cherbourg.

Early in June, 1888, the two ships were at Smyrna.
The Kearsarge bad been kept in the Levant, but the
Pensacola had Jolned recently from the western
Medliterranean, and the two vessels had cruised in
In the forenoon of

Franklin, commander in

company along the coast of Syrla
June 4 I was surprised by a slgnal from the flagship
directing me to stow our forecastle gun In the hold—
a queer use for gums. Thus the Kearsarge was re-
duced from a seven gun ship to a six gun ship The
next day the commander In chief transferred his flag
The
rule for the passage of the Dardanclles by war ves-

to the Kearsarge for a visit to Constantinople.

sels was very rigid A firman or permit from the
Sultan was necessary, and none was conceded to any
vessel mounting more than slx guns. Therefore the
rnle explalned the disablement of one gun of the
Kearsarge and the temporary abandonment of the
more powerful Pensacola as a flagship, The Kear-
sgnrge left Smyrna on the same day.

In the forenoon of the following day we anchored
in the Dardanpelles, under the forts of Chanak, there
to awalt the firman of the Sultan. To make clear my
further story it may be well to bring to mind th‘ut
from west to east the Medlterranean Seca, the Sea of
The Grst
two are connected by the Dardanelles, or Hellespont,

as the strait was called In anclent times. The second
and third seas are connected by the Bosphorus, o

simllar strait. Constantinople Is on the European side
of the Bosphorus, close to the Sea of Marmora

Marmora and the Black Sea are .n chain,

Chanak and its fortifications are near ancient Abydos,
the place where the fabled Leander swam the Helles-
pont to meet Hero and where Lord Byron repeated
the feat of Leander.

In that locallty also Xerxes bridged the stralt with
Loats for the passage of his army.

Beaten by a Girl.

Alas for the fame of Leander and Byron! At Con-
stantinople I met a Swedish lady—now a princess—
who swam the Bosphorus at Therapia, a suburb of
Constantinople, lying near the Black Sea entrance,
Her accomplishment equalled that of Leander and
Byron at Abydos. The danger at both cro®slogs lles
in the swift and eddying currents, for the mere dis-
tance from shore to shore {s much within the swim-
miog record of many a modern girl fn her “teens.”

The Dardanelles, at the place where Leander and
Byron swam their names 4uto romantie history, 1s
While the Bos
vhorus at Therapla is only slightly more than half
as wlide, the close constrictlon of its channel, as well

one and one-quarter miles wide,

as the natural features of the bottom, produce the
swlifter currents and the more treacherous eddies.

ut all this time we have been walting for the Sul-
tan's frman. The ticking off of Turkish red tape is
proverblally slow, so we had expected to walt long =
Clanak.  Greatly to our rellef, however, the firman
cume off to the Admiral In time to enable us to re-
‘uine our passage the same day. This unexpected
promptuess was ausplcious, for indeed the wyhole
course nf our *isit thereafter flowed smoothly, We
errived st Constantinople on the 6th and anchored
tu the Beephorus close in to the shore of the city,
Then, with a hawser made fast to a local mooring
buoy astern, we were all gnug and ready for events,

Chanco had Indeed favored the Keavsarge. We
were at Constautinople, the city of mirage, where the
broad sweep of Christlanity finds fts edge and scat-
ters Into the Orlent, where olden customs and cos-
tumes survive in the races that lag, but are now come
to meet the restless il la mode of the Western world—
the eity of magical environment and of immediate and
tontinuing interest to the Western visltor. But I am
writing rather of an incident of osur delightful visit—
1 visit that was full of incidents, r‘_mth publle and
private,

Our vlslt was made during the period devoted an-
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vually by the Mobammedans to their thivty days’ se-
vere fast of Ramadan and to the three days' festival
of Balram that follows. Some of us saw salamlik,

or the weckly military ceremonial of the Sultan's
publlc appearance at a mosque for prayer.

The Admlral was received by the Sultan In person
and with his staff, focluding wmyself, attended that
most exclusive and gorgeous of official Indoor func-
tlons, the Sultan's annual reception of the dignitaries
of hls Emplre at the palace of Daolma Bugheh!, on the
Bosphorus. - We Joined with the Turks In “dressing
ship” and firlng salutes In honor of that event. Also
we were taken by oflielals to the famous treasury on
Serhgllo Point, where we saw the jewels gf mighty
Sultans of the past as well as great quantities of un-
cut preclous stones huddled “in pulk.”

Many other places of interest were visited, includ-
Ing palaces, mosques and Robert Colwze—an Amerl-
tan Institution—and the Amerlean School for Glrls, at
Natu-

raliy we were proud of those admirable evidences of

Scutdri, oo the Asiatic side of the LBospliorns.

American splrit that attracted students from afar
and from many natlons and peoples,
We attended the annoal exercises of the girls’

school, and were amused at the little arts and graces
that those forelgn girls had acquired and which nre
pecullar to Amerlcan girls
think, read an essay in

which was full of quiet humor

One girl, an Armenlan, 1

Englisl, entitled “Eiliows,"”
After disenssing the
physieal types and the use and misuse of elhows, she
showed how they corresponded with the mental trails
and activities of different The
cleverly written and would pass as current literature
at Vassar or Wellesley,

The Dinner.

But we were leading up, though unknown to our-
the Kearsarge's
vislt. ~ About July G the Sultan declared his intentlon
through Mr. Cox, the
dinner to the Admiral and the offleers and men of the
Kearsarge. His Majesty enlled for the number that

people. eSS0y was

selves, to the crowning honor of

American Minlster, to give a

could be expected. A goodly pumber wos noamed,
but not large enough, It appearved, for the degree of
hospltality that was Intended, Py

The Sultan desired that the number be lnereased
A regulation of the navy iulnv-rpu‘-nl sofnewhnt, It
llmited absence from the ship at one tine to one-half
of the officers and crew and thal
sbould always be maintained on board an ovgonlzed

prescribed there

force that would be effective for any emergency. |
myself feared that there was a iimit to the number of
our enllsted men who coul@l trust themselves (o guage
thelv drinking to the extremely nlce demands of a
royal dinner.

Good Intentions sometimes drown quickly in strong
lUonor. Retler (o have rennilned away from Constan-
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BDUL HAMID'S DINNER

tinople than to weaken the favorable impression that
had led to the Sultan's hospitallty. The Admiral se-
lected a delegation of officers, and after n careful
study of the conduct records’ I named (ifty-five of the
crew as the timit of men who conld be spared. The
Sultan was diplomatically Informed In the matter—
thgt is to say, with such explanation as the American
Minister deemed It well to submit

the day of the dinner, “haircuts and

On July 7,
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shaves nnd shines™ were io order on the forward decks
of the At half-past
the selected guests left the ship Io the ship's boats,

zood old Kearsarge five o'clock
each wember of the party arrayed in the full flower
of bis wardrobe.  We entered the Golden Horn, passed
the famous Bridge of Boats and landed at the Marine
Arsenal, ou the eastern shore Uniformed oflicers and
men met us at the sea wall and conducted us to the
Marlne Palace, within the domaln of the Arsenal,

Al the Palace our oflicers were received by distin
cuished members of the Sultan's ofticial family and
We were

men of our crew

by officers of the Turkish army and navy
I'he
were taken o other rooms and were not seen again by

ziven wost cordinl greeting.

their officers outdl all nad dined. The Sultan was rep-
his Mliulster of
expected by us that ITis Majescy

resented by Marine, 1t had not been

would be present In
The

bis diplomatic

person, for his e was one of studied seclusion

American Minister and members of

stafl’ joloned our party at the Arsenal,
Soon we were taken o charge individualiy and led

The conversation

AS to

to the dining saloon In procession
at the table was in both English and French,
that feature, and all other features, the banqguet was
The eldevly Pacha on wmy left

bad been to the United States on some speclal naval

exceptionally plensing.
mission and spoke English well. The cuisine was vir-
tually French, but with touches of distinetively Turk-
Simple but

were characteristie

Ish preference—for example, the cofflee
very riech ornaments and service

of the setting. I memory serves e right the cotfee
cups were of delleate china ware Inlald with preclous
stones. Otherwise the serviee thronghout was of rich
silver nnd gold
the

Doubtless that beautiful service came from the royval

«

In every way It was manifest that

dinper was given under the royal dictation

Lhousehold,
The

loining

murmur of conversation coming from an ad-
that
and, sa we were told
that of tahle at which thele ofllcers were

With them were soldlers
“The Koran forbids to the

roomn showed our men were enjoying

Lhemselves their menu was pro-
Clsely the
dining and suilors from the
Turklsh army

faithful the use

and navy
of spirltuous and fermented lHguors
but hospltality made no denfal to the Christinn guests
thiat DId the Turkish
Candldly, I forget,
on that polnt Bt
permit
Tlie

strict observers of the injunction

indulze In
“local

nlght. centlemen

thewm? Moemory =huts out
and tray
rll"'

lower sochial classes are

Coffee Is

color! cducated

cholee as

many

Mussulmans themselves rather a

to drinking
the na-
“tipple.” many thnes o day by

tlonal It Is drunk

those who can afford It

Oratory a Burden.
b

Like most paval ofticers of that doy. the Admiral
was alarmed at any prospeet of making an address.
He had formally reguested that he be not called on
for that purpose. I kpow now how the Admiral felt.
My own first publie “tallk was made
an unprecedented telegram from the Secretary of the

which Ayected me to “take the pext train®

in obedience to

Navy.

to the KEARSARGE

from New York to Chieago to attend a banquet In
honor of the Presldent of the United States and to
“be preparced to respond to a toast to the navy.” [lve
minutes before I was ealled to my feet before that
frnmense audience the correspondents of the press
I replled, "I don't
Yes, 1 know

aslked me what I Intended o sny.
know; I ask the prayers of my friends."”
how the Admiral felt. But to return to the Suitan’s

table. 3

“Like a Bolt from the Blue" Came Also—as tha Men's
t Amiablz, Deep Throated,

Voluntary Contribution—Thz
Aggregate Grow! 3

Mr. Cox. always n graceful and flueut orator, made
an appropriate address in our bebalf, and, for once in
liis life, withheld the humor that bubbled within him.
Mr. Cox lauded Ifternational good will and
eredit to the Ovient for the boon of chemistry and
We sat long at table and then retired

10 another reom,

gnve

mathematics.

In a body where we smoked and

conversed Saon lellvn.nyr Staunnton, the Adwmiral’s
flag leutenant, came to me and said our entertainers
had asked the Admiral if he would not ke to address
1'he
Lo serve as hils proxy for the purpose

Lis own men of Lhe crew Admiral requested me
I felt no hest
certainly not, if I
In chief. We
where the men were

tation In addressing my own wen

mlght thereby please the vnwander
went to the great hall or l“ by
assewmbled for smoking

The Tarkish officlals and
eazer to observe the attitude of oflicer to man In thd

navy of a democratle pation

were alert doubtless
Qur men were in fine
but legitimate spirits I learned that they had agreed
themselves to restrlet thele drinklng of the
seductive champazne to one glass for each wan. and

had Kept che faith

Anong
they In my address I explalned
to the men the very exceptlonal nature of Fis Mua}
esty’s hospltallty, and the absence of all hope, on our
own part, that we could ever make any adequate re-
turn o LKind

‘Lut,'” s#id I, “we can at least glve expression to
i appreciation that will mateh even this roval enter-

taloment. Then I ealled for three cheers for “EHIis
Majesty the Sultan,” and they were Ziven with n
will I had observed that (he Turks gave but one

cheer to the Sultan, so our own three cheers must
have been impressive

Resuming, T remivded the men that the Sultan had
brought us Inte close company that night with mew-
bers of the Turkish army and navy, and I called for
ancther three cheers, this time for tife Turkish army
and navy \znin the cheers rang out lustily and
Turklsh friends
We were dolug zood, dyuoamie work, but the climax

tpproached

pleasure fHuwmived the faces of our

I next told the men that we had just learned that
while we were dining the Sultan had caused n st nmer
to be sent alongside the Kearsarge with precisely the
same dinner for the ofticers and who had not
as to join us on shore. The effect
Nothing could have
When the murmne of delight
had subsided I said:—"Men, It asaears that His MuaJ-

men
been so fortunate
of this clectrical,

pleased the men more

news was

esty has forgotten nobody to-night; nelther shall we,
Three cheers for the whole Ottomun Empire!”
The Tiger's Growl.

The limit of volee of every man went out then Into
the cheers that followed, but “like a bolt from the
bine" came also—as the men's voluntary contribu-
tlon—that amiable, deep throated, aggregate growl, 4

tiger!”

Immedlately there was inquiring astonlshment, it

uot consternation, among the Turkish oflicials. “What

was the weaning of that growl?”

Lhat and other questions were asked Mr. Cox. With
no small concern Mr, Cox hastened to me and sald In
a low volee, “We are, of course, familinr with the
but what does It mean? I bhave never
annlyzoed the What shall I tell them?' For
a moment I was at a loss. Doubtless I was beld re-
sponsible for that unexpected growl—and at a royal
dinner!

Huppily a thought eame to me. I replled to Mr.
Cox, In rather a loud voice, “Having wade known our
senflments in our cheers
fuston, but amlably, to those who would refuse to
Joln with us."

tigero' at home
meaning.

the ‘tiger’ expressed con-

Mr. Cox beamed wisely. Returning to the Minfster
of Marlne he made it plain that the “tizer” was in-
fended by the men a8 an enthusiastic and truly Amer-
lean evidence of further good will, and It was, In fact,
so futended, The seeming contretemps was dispelled.
International relations were once more up and about
“cemented.”  Undoubtedly the
Sultan was informed of every detail of that dinver,
especially as to the way in which our men had en-
riched the sentiment of with a wild
Amervican “tiger.” Certalnly his representatives were
in the end both amused and complimented

T We returned to our boats
under escort and found that the Bridge of Boats and
the shores of the Golden Horn Huminated in
honor of the Sultan's guests. Pleasant words wera
exchanged and we returned to the Kearsarge ns wae
It was true—all who had remalned on board
had been served with the same royal feast, and the
Hanid part had called for much nlcety of exceutive
action, lest the navy regulations be trampled upon

I'he Sultan must have been pleased, for the next
day he sent bis oldest son, Pripce Sellm, then only
sixteen, to visit the Kearsarge to express Lis Maj

and sl more strongly

the occasion

dinner was over.

were

came

esty's satisfactlon Iin our coming to Constantinopls
and to give us the “imperial greeting.” Al
calied aft and the Prince addressed them to®
that effect.  We left Constantinople on July 9. and
on the 12th arrived at Syra, Greece, where the Ad-
wiral transferred his flag back to the Pensncoln.
\fterward, when the Kearsarge returned alone to
Ottoman waters, it was found that the news of the

hnnds

were

Sultan’s dinner had preceded us aud that ofliclals
had recelved commands from the Porte to do us
hanor At Belrut, Syrin, the Governor of the prove

ince visited the ship and was kind enongh to say:i—
I saw the fine manner In which you approached ihe
shore rapldly and came to anchor promptly. It was
wortlw= of the muclent reputation of the Kearsarge.”
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